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17 September 2001

	Distribution to
	registered medical practitioners

	
	whose names are not included in the Specialist Register


Dear doctors,

Continuing Medical Education (CME) Programme

for practising doctors who are not taking CME programme for specialists

The purpose of this letter is to promulgate the implementation of the Continuing Medical Education (CME) Programme for practising doctors who are not taking CME for specialists with effect from 1 October 2001.

I.
Details of the programme

Practising doctors who are not taking CME for specialists are invited to enrol in the CME programme on a voluntary basis.  The purpose of the programme is to encourage practising doctors to keep themselves up-to-date on current developments in medical practice so as to maintain a high professional standard.

The programme is based on a “credit point system” with credit points awarded for participation in CME activities recognised by the Medical Council.  A minimum of 90 credit points has to be accumulated during a three-year cycle and a minimum of 30 points per year is required.  The guidelines which describe the credit point system is attached at Annex A for reference.

The programme will start on 1 October 2001.  Doctors may choose to register with a CME Programme Administrator for the commencement of his CME cycle on 1 October 2001 or 1st January or 1st July in the subsequent years. 

II.
How to enrol in the programme

(i) 
Registration with a single CME Programme Administrator

Every practising doctor who is interested in the programme and not taking CME for specialists should register with ANY ONE of the CME Programme Administrators accredited by the Medical Council.  The CME Programme Administrators will be responsible for vetting, documenting and calculating the CME scores for doctors registered with them during the CME cycle and reporting the total CME credit points to the Medical Council.  

The names of CME Programme Administrators who have been accredited by the Medical Council are listed at Annex B.  The CME Programme Administrators shall have their own registration procedures and fee structure for their programmes. 

(ii) The CME activities

Practising doctors who have enrolled in the programme should achieve a minimum of 90 credit points during a three-year CME cycle and a minimum of 30 points per year by participating in or attending CME activities which attract CME credit points provided by various CME programme providers.  

The Medical Council has accredited a number of CME Programme Providers whose names can be found at Annex B.  The CME activities provided by them have received accreditation by the Medical Council. 

The CME activities provided by associations or institutions other than these CME Programme Providers will NOT attract CME credit points unless they have been vetted and awarded credit points by any one of the three CME Programme Accreditors, the names of whom are listed at Annex B.  Practising doctors are advised to note whether a particular CME activity has been vetted and awarded credit points.  

III.
Award of certificate and use of the title “CME certified”
Practising doctors who have accumulated the required minimum credit points per year, i.e. 30 credit points, will be awarded a Certificate to certify that they have achieved a satisfactory level of CME activity during a particular period.  Such a certificate can be displayed inside the doctor’s office.  In addition, those practising doctors who have accumulated the required minimum credit points during a three-year cycle, i.e. 90 credit points, will be allowed to use the title “CME certified” on their visiting cards.

IV.
Review of the CME programme

The effectiveness and acceptability of the overall CME programme for practising doctors who are not taking CME programme for specialists will be reviewed after completion of the three-year CME cycle.

Yours faithfully,

(CHOW Yan-yan)

Secretary, Medical Council

Encl. 

Annex A

Continuing Medical Education Programme for Practising Doctors 

who are not taking CME programme for specialists

1. Objective of Continuing Medical Education (CME) for practising doctors

The purpose of CME for practising doctors is to encourage practising doctors who are not taking CME programme for specialists to keep themselves up-to-date on current developments in medical practice so as to maintain a high professional standard.

2. The Education and Accreditation Committee (E & AC) of the Medical Council has approved a certification programme for CME of practising doctors.  This programme is based on a “ Credit Point System ” with credit points awarded for participation in CME activities recognised by the E & AC of the Medical Council.
3. The Credit Point System

 3.1   The  “ Credit Point System ” awards credit points in the following categories :

a) Active and Receptive CME

b) Publications

c) Self study

3.2 All doctors registered for certification of their CME activities are required to submit proof of attendance, photocopies of published articles, transcripts of courses taken or documentation of self-study programmes, etc. to the E & AC of the Medical Council through CME Programme Administrators.

3.3 CME Point Allocation

· 2 points per hour for active and 1 point per hour for receptive participation in educational activities.

· A maximum of 3 points for a half day programme

· A maximum of 5 points for a whole day programme

· A maximum of 10 points for a programme lasting two or more days.

4 CME Cycle
4.1 Registrant doctors are expected to complete a 3-year cycle period of CME activities.
The cycle starts on 1 October 2001 and 1st Jan. and 1st July of every year.
All newly registered medical practitioners are anticipated and encouraged to register.

4.2 A minimum of 90 credit points has to be accumulated over a 3-year cycle period, and a minimum of 30 credit points per year is required.

4.3 The basic credit point is one point for each hour of participation in CME activities.

4.4 Each CME activity claimed can only be accredited credit points under one single CME category.

5 Criteria for recognising (or approving) CME activities

5.1 Active and receptive CME

This includes activities in which a registered doctor participates and may include the following : 

5.11 Active participation as speaker, chairman, panelist, presenter or passive participation as attendant in any accredited activity (2 pts/hr for active and 1 pt/hr for passive CME).

5.12 Participation as teacher / trainer / trainee in formal, non-bedside didactic post-graduate course (2 pts/hr for teacher/trainer and 1 pt/hr for trainee). 

5.13 Participation in a hands-on clinical course as trainer or trainee in a hospital or clinic  (1 pt/hr up to a maximum of 10 pts).

5.2  Publication 

Publication includes papers on public health, clinical and/or academic interest published in professional journals, books and newsletters of professional bodies that have been accredited by the E & AC through CME Programme Accreditors. (2 points/publication )

5.3 Self-study

This includes self-study programmes such as self-assessment programmes accredited by local medical organisations, colleges and overseas professional bodies that have been accredited by the E & AC through CME Programme Accreditors.  Credit points of each course will be assessed individually and a maximum of 20 points can be awarded for self-study per year.

5.4 For accreditation by the E & AC, activities such as symposia, conferences, scientific meetings, panel discussions, workshops, etc. need to be organised by professional bodies that have been accredited by the E & AC through CME Programme Accreditors, local or overseas, and conducted by specialists or experts related to the field.

5.5 Upon prior accreditation by the E & AC through CME Programme Accreditors, regularly held activities of doctor-groups with attendance of a minimum of 5 doctors will be recognised as CME activities.  These include journal meetings, case presentations, X-ray meetings, clinical pathological meetings, audio-visual viewing sessions and invited talks/presentations.

5.6 Network educational programmes which have received prior approval by accredited professional bodies, organized distance-learning, diploma courses, etc. will be granted credit points upon individual application.

6 Award of Certification of Satisfactory CME Activity

Registrants who have accumulated the required minimum credit points are eligible for the issue of a Certificate to certify that they have achieved a satisfactory level of CME activity over the period of review.  Such a certificate can be displayed inside the doctor’s office. 
7 Use of the title “CME certified”

Registrant doctors who have accumulated the required minimum credit points during a 3-year cycle, i.e. 90 credit points, will be allowed to use the title “CME certified” on their visiting cards.

Annex B

CME programme for practising doctors who are not taking CME programme for specialists

Names of “CME Programme Administrators”,

“CME Programme Providers” and “CME Programme Accreditors”
(to be revised and updated as and when necessary)

CME Programme Administrators

	Names of accredited organizations
	Address
	Telephone No.
	Website

	Department of Health *
	21/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong 
	2961 8798
	http://www.info.gov.hk/dh

	Hong Kong Academy of Medicine
	10/F, Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Jockey Club Building, 99 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
	2871 8888
	http://www.hkam.org.hk

	Hong Kong Doctors Union Ltd.
	Room 901, Hang Shing Building, 363-373 Nathan Road, Kowloon
	2388 2728
	http://www.hkdu.org

	Hong Kong Medical Association
	Duke of Windsor Social Service Building, 5th Floor, 15 Hennessy Road, Hong Kong 
	2527 8285
	http://www.hkma.org


* applications from Medical and Health Officers under the Department of Health will only be considered.

CME Programme Providers

	Names of accredited organizations
	Address
	Telephone No.
	Website

	Association of Licentiates of Medical Council of Hong Kong 
	No. F7, 1/F Commercial Centre, Tin Ma Court, Wong Tai Sin, Kowloon
	2327 2663
	Nil

	Chinese University of Hong Kong 
	Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, New Territories  
	2632 2727
	http://www.cuhk.edu.hk

	Department of Health
	21/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong 
	2961 8798
	http://www.info.gov.hk/dh

	Hong Kong Academy of Medicine
	10/F, Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Jockey Club Building, 99 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
	2871 8888
	http://www.hkam.org.hk

	Hong Kong Doctors Union Ltd.
	Room 901, Hang Shing Building, 363-373 Nathan Road, Kowloon
	2388 2728
	http://www.hkdu.org

	Hong Kong Medical Association
	Duke of Windsor Social Service Building, 5th Floor, 15 Hennessy Road, Hong Kong 
	2527 8285
	http://www.hkma.org


CME Programme Providers (cont’d)

	Names of accredited organizations
	Address
	Telephone No.
	Website

	Practising Estate Doctors’ Association Ltd.
	9/F, Nan Sing Building, 721-727 Nathan Road, Kowloon
	2385 3988
	Nil

	University of Hong Kong 
	2/F, Patrick Manson Building (North Wing), 7 Sasson Road, Hong Kong  
	2819 2859
	http://www.hku.hk


CME Programme Accreditors

	Names of accredited organizations
	Address
	Telephone No.
	Website

	Hong Kong Academy of Medicine
	10/F, Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Jockey Club Building, 99 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
	2871 8888
	http://www.hkam.org.hk

	Hong Kong Doctors Union Ltd.
	Room 901, Hang Shing Building, 363-373 Nathan Road, Kowloon
	2388 2728
	http://www.hkdu.org

	Hong Kong Medical Association
	Duke of Windsor Social Service Building, 5th Floor, 15 Hennessy Road, Hong Kong 
	2527 8285
	http://www.hkma.org


as at 1 October 2001

