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Updaring of the Professional Code

and Conducr

Since January 2005, the Medical Council has been updating the Professional Code and
Conduct (the existing Code) issued in Movember 2000 to incorporate previously
approved changes, to improve clarity and remove ambiguities, and to re-arrange the
provisions in a more systematic manner. The Code will be renamed as the "Code of
Professional Conduct" (the updated Code) upon promulgation.

Subject to finalizing a few more changes, the updated Code will be printed and
promulgated in the near future. However, the Medical Council has decided to
promulgate section 26 of the updated Code on "Untrue or misleading certificates and
similar documents" ahead of the promulgation of the complete updated Code. With
immediate effect, paragraph 3 of the existing Code on "Untrue or misleading certificates
and other professional documents" is superceded by section 26 of the updated Code as
follows:-

'26. Untrue or misleading certificates and similar documents

26.1 Doctors are required to issue reports and certificates for a variety of
purposes (e.g. insurance claim forms, payment receipts, medical
reports, vaccination certificates, sick leave certificates) on the basis
that the truth of the contents can be accepted without question.
Doctors are expected to exercise care in issuing certificates and
similar documents, and should not include in them statements which
they have not taken appropriate steps to verify.

26.2 A sick leave certificate can only be issued after proper medical
consultation of the patient by the doctor. The date of consultation
and the date of issue must be truly stated in the certificate, including
a certificate recommending retrospective sick leave.

26.3 Any doctor who in his professional capacity gives any certificate or
similar document containing statements which are untrue,
misleading or otherwise improper renders himself liable to
disciplinary proceedings. The signing of blank certificates is
prohibited by the Council.

26.4  Doctors must not issue more than one original receipt in respect of
the same payment. Copy receipts must be clearly stated to be copies
or duplicates. If itis necessary to issue separate receipts for fractions
of the payment for a single item of service, it should be clearly stated
in each receipt the amount of the full payment and that the receipt is
in respect of the part payment only."
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Application for sitring The NaTtional
Qualification ExaminaTtion for DocToRrs

(B ZXEEEME 18 55) in The Mainland

Under the "Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement” ("CEPA"), Hong
Kong permanent residents who are eligible to practise western medicine in Hong Kong are allowed
to sit the Mainland's National Qualification Examination for Doctors. Detailed information
concerning the Examination can be obtained from the website of the National Medical Examination
Centre at http://www.nmec.org.cn.

Applications for sitting the National Qualification Examination are usually called for in April each
year. Announcement on application details will be published in the website of the Ministry of Health
at http:/’iwww.moh.gov.cn in late March/early April. Registered medical practitioners who are Hong
Kong permanent residents and wish to sit the Examination are required to submit their applications
to the Secretariat of the Medical Council of Hong Kong within the stipulated application period for
onward transmission to the National Medical Examination Centre for processing.

Upon notification from the Ministry of Health about the application details for the 2008 National
Qualification Examination for Doctors, the Secretariat of the Medical Council of Hong Kong will
arrange for advertisement to be placed in three local newspapers to invite applications for sitting the
examination. Relevantinformation will also be uploaded onto the website of the Medical Council at
http://www.mchk.org.hk. Those interested in sitting the examination are invited to note the above
arrangement made for the 2008 National Qualification Examination for Doctors.  Any enquiries
relating to this matter can be directed to:-

The Medical Council Secretariat

4/F., Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Jockey Club Building,
99 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong.

(Tel. No.: 2873 4742)

Prohibition of aAtrempts 10 "Serrle” disciplinary
complainTs

Under the Medical Registration Crdinance, the Medical Council has the responsibility of maintaining
professional ethics and standard of registered medical practitioners. Complaints involving
professional misconduct are dealt with strictly in accordance with the procedures prescribed in the
Ordinance and its subsidiary legislation, in order to determine whether the doctor involved is guilty
of professional misconduct. If a doctor is found guilty of professional misconduct, the appropriate
disciplinary order will be made.

The purpose of investigation and punishment of professional misconduct is not to remedy the loss
or injury suffered by the patient or complainant, but to protect the public from substandard medical
services and unethical conduct of the doctor involved.

Although a complainant is often called to give evidence as a witness in a disciplinary inquiry, the
complainant cannot dictate whether an inquiry should be held or terminated. Unlike civil litigation
for personal injury which can be settled by agreement between the plaintiff and the defendant, a
case of professional misconduct cannot be settled between the complainant and the doctor
involved. Matters of professional misconduct must be adjudicated upon by the Medical Council.
Where necessary, the Medical Council may exercise its statutory power to summon a witness to give
evidence at the inquiry.
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Any person who induces, persuades or prevents the complainant to withdraw the complaint, to
refuse to give evidence, or to refrain from giving truthful evidence at the inquiry may commit the
criminal offence of perverting the course of public justice. If there is evidence of such unlawful act,
the Medical Council will report the matter to the police for investigation and enforcement action
including prosecution.

The Specialist Register — AddiTion of
New Specialry

The Education and Accreditation Cormmittee, on the recommendation of the Hong Kong Academy
of Medicine, has approved the inclusion of "Maternal and Fetal Medicine (B RREE22%1)" as a new
specialty in the Specialist Register.

Enquiries relating to the application for inclusion of names under the Specialist Register or change of
specialty should be directed to the following address:-

Medical Council Secretariat

4/F, Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Jockey Club Building
99 Wong Chuk Hang Road

Aberdeen

Hong Kong

Tel. No.: 2873 4829

FaxMo.: 25540577

Quotable Qualifications

The Medical Council has approved the following qualifications for inclusion in the List of
Quotable Qualifications:-

[ ] Title of Qualifications Chinese Title
F'Ditgraduate Diploma in WDmEI'IIS HEalth PDioVWHS (CUHE = '~
Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong E ( ] FEPARRT AR TR
Master of Science in Women's Health Studies, MSEWHS (CUHK) &S B L IR R
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Master of Occupational Medicine, The Chinese MOM (CUHK) & i ch i A KA 4 BE SR
University of Hong Kong

- Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons of FRCSEd (Ophth) B TIESFIFIEBEREL BFD
Edinburgh in Ophthalmalogy

M Diplomate of the American Board of D (ABHI) PEES RS R e R e
Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics EEETS

Issuing of CME Cerrificates

In the 11th Issue of the Council's Newsletter published in August 2005, the Council advised that
CME Programme Administrators would be required to report all CME points of their registrant
doctors within 3 months after the end of a CME cycle.

Upon receipt of the reports of CME points from CME Programme Administrators, the Council would
require another 4 to 5 months' time to verify and approve such reports of CME points earned by
registrant doctors, and then arrange to print and deliver the CME certificates to the relevant CME
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Programme Administrators for onward transmission to the eligible doctors. Doctors are therefore
advised to take note of the estimated timeframe required by the Council for issuing of their CME
certificates and approach their CME Programme Administrator for progress if they do not receive
their CME certificates after a period of time (say 8 months after the end of a CME cycle).

Reminders

Renewal of annual practising/retention certificates

Under the Medical Registration Ordinance, it is necessary for all registered medical practitioners,
irrespective of whether they are in private practice or public service, to apply for renewal of their
annual practising/retention certificates on 1st January each year. The practising/retention
certificate is now due for renewal. Please send in your application together with the prescribed
payment to the Registrar of Medical Practitioners at 17/F, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's Road
East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong (Tel. No.: 2961 8648/2961 8655).

The current prescribed fees are $350 for a practising certificate and $320 for a retention certificate,
but the fees are subject to adjustment from time to time. All cheques should be crossed and made
payable to “The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region”.,

Please note that the Medical Council may order the name of any registered medical practitioner to be
removed from the General Register if the medical practitioner concerned has failed to apply for
his'her annual practising/retention certificate before 30 June of a year. Histher name will
simultaneously be removed from the Specialist Register if he/she has been registered as a "specialist”.

Change of registered address

Under the Medical Registration Ordinance, all registered medical practitioners are required to
provide the Registrar of Medical Practitioners with an address at which notices from the Medical
Council may be served on him/her.  For this purpose, please notify the Registrar of Medical
Practitioners either in writing or by completing a form, which can be obtained from the Central
Registration Office at the following address as soon as there is any change in your registered
address:-

17/F, Wu Chung House
213 Queen's Road East
Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Tel. No.: 2961 8648/2961 8655
FaxNo.: 2891 7946/2573 1000

The address provided will be used for the purposes associated with registration under the Medical
Registration Ordinance. The registered addresses as well as the names, qualifications and dates of
qualifications of all persons whose names appear on the General Register are required to be
published annually in the Gazette.
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Although the registered address may be a practising address, a residential address or a Post
Office Box number, the Medical Council advises the applicant to provide the practising address as
the registered address. The practising address will be of more meaningful reference for the
public in ascertaining who is entitled to practise medicine in Hong Kong, and will also afford
privacy to the practitioner's residential address.

While publication of the registered medical practitioner's registered address in the Gazette is a
mandatory requirement under the Medical Registration Ordinance, the Medical Council has decided
that a registered medical practitioner may choose whether to have his/her registered address
published in the Council's website. Given the size of the updating exercise which involves over
11,000 entries, the list of registered doctors on the website will be updated in April and October
each year. Requests for change of information in individual entries on the website will be processed
onlyduring the updating exercises.

Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Department of Health

2007 Health Manpower Survey on Doctors

The Department of Health is conducting a new round of Health Manpower Survey (HMS) on
registered doctors with an aim to collect information on the size, characteristics and
employment status of registered doctors working in Hong Kong. The survey results will facilitate
the development and planning of health workforce in Hong Kong.

Same as the 2006 HMS, questionnaires together with the letters for renewal of practising
certificate had been sent to all registered doctors in Hong Kong in late October 2007. The
information collected will be handled in strict confidence and presented in aggregate form to
protect your privacy. Upon completion of the survey, the results with the personal data
anonymized will be released through the homepage of the Department of Health.

Your active participation is extremely important to make the Survey a success. Please kindly
continue your support to the Survey by returning your completed questionnaire to
the Central Registration Office of Boards and Councils Office at 17/F Wu Chung
House, 213 Queen’'s Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong by 31 December 2007
(Monday).

If you wish to have more information on the Survey, please visit the homepage of the
Department of Health at http://www.dh.gov.hk/english/statistics/statistics_hms/statistics hms.
html. For further enquiries, please contact the Health Manpower Unit, Department of Health at
2961 8566.

Movember 2007

D T



H B B B ZT B8 8§ simw/ oot

Prof. Felice LIEH-MAK CBE JP (Chairman)

(FHIFETEHIR)

Dr. CHAN Yee-shing
(FRLLAES =)

Dr. CHENG Chi-man
(BFEXEE)

Dr. CHEUNG Hon-ming
(FRREAEEE)

Ms. CHEUNG Jasminia Kristine
(REETz L)

Dr. CHIU Shing-ping, James
(HAFETE)

Dr. CHOI Kin, Gabriel
(ZERT)

Dr. CHOW Pak-chin
(BEEEE)

Dr. CHU Leung-wing
(RFREEEE)

Dr. David FANG SBS JP
(FFREEE)

Prof. FOK Tai-fai JP
(BEFREHR)

Dr. IP Pui-seung, Shirley
(EREEE)

Dr. LAM Ping-yan JP
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Prof. LAU Wan-yee, Joseph
(Bl fe 2%

Prof. LEONG Chi-yan, John OBE JP
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Dr. LEONG FUNG Ling-yee, Lilian JP
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Membership List of the Medical Council of Hong Kong

Mrs. LING LEE Ching-man, Eleanor SBS OBE JP
(HEFIr 1)

Dr. LIV Shao-haei
(BB E)

Dr. SHIH Tai-cho, Louis
(REEFHEEE)

Prof. SUNG Jao-yiu, SBS
(PLTE S230H)

Mrs. TAl POON Ching-sheung, Joyce BBS JP
(B &I ERL)

Dr. TAM Lai-fan, Gloria JP
(REESEL)

Prof. TANG Wai-king, Grace JP
(BfEIEFIR)

Dr. TSE Hung-hing
(FHTBEEE )

Miss WAN Lai-yau, Deborah BBS JP
(REEEZ+)

Dr. WONG Shou-pang, Alexander
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Dr. WONG TAAM Chi-woon, Vivian JP
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Dr. YEUNG Chiu-fat, Henry
(e s e )

Secretary : Mr. AU Hing-yuen
(FtE . BERLE)

Legal Adviser : Mr. Charles C. C. CHAN
(GE7EERRT - MRAELRS)
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Membership List of the Education & Accreditation

CommiTTeE

Prof. TANG Wai-king, Grace JP (Chairman)
(EPEIEHIE)

Dr. CHENG Chi-man
(BFECBES)

Dr. CHING Wai-kuen
(FEEEET)

Dr. CHOI Kin, Gabriel
(ZREERRY)

Prof. Clive Stewart COCKRAM
(SB w3l

Prof. Tony GIN

Dr. HUNG Chi-tim
(EEFETE)

Dr. IP Pui-seung, Shirley
(EMEEE)

Prof. LAM Lo-kuen, Cindy
(T aEFIR)

Prof. LAM Siu-ling, Karen
(/3R

Dr. LAM Tzit-yuen, David
(HEZEL)

Prof. Felice LIEH-MAK CBE JP
(FFIFEFERUD

Prof. LUK Dip-kei, Keith

(IEFET Eadird)]

Dr. YU Shun-yin

(REEEE)

Secretary : Mr. CHIN Chi-pui, Tom
(FE : BEEHEEE)

Legal Adviser : Mr. Charles C. C. CHAN
(GETERRR : BRAESRS)

Membership List of the Ethics Commirree

Dr. David FANG 5BS JP (Chairman)
(FRERE)

Dr. CHAN Chok-wan
(FR{EFCEEE)

Dr. CHAN Yee-shing
(PRLLEEE )

Ms. CHEUNG Jasminia Kristine
(RIBF = L)

Dr. CHOW Pak-chin
(BEEEE)

Dr. LAl Cham-fai

(FRREREE)

Prof. LEUNG Ping-chung SBS OBE JP
(RRFHIR)

Dr. LI Kwok-tung, Donald JP
(EERELE)

Mrs. LING LEE Ching-man, Eleanor 5BS OBE JP
(MEFL L)

Dr. SHIH Tai-cho, Louis

(REFEIREL)

Prof. TAO LAl Po-wah, Julia

(PEZEHE #EHIR)

Dr. TSE Hung-hing

(FHISEREE &)

Secretary : Mr. CHIN Chi-pui, Tom
(- - HEELE)

Legal Adviser : Mr. Charles C. C. CHAN
(GERERR - PRAIESRE)
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Membership List of the

Dr. WONG TAAM Chi-woon, Vivian JP (Chairman)
(HETERS)

Dr. CHIU Shing-ping, James
(HEFEE)

Dr. LEUNG Chi-chiu
(RFHEE)

Dr. LI Chung-ki, Patrick BBS
(FEREET)

Dr. POON Tak-lun
(BEREL)

Dr. SHUM Ping-shiu BBS JP
(LREEE L)

Mrs. TAl POON Ching-sheung, Joyce BBS JP
(EEFERZL)

Membership List of the

Prof. LEONG Chi-yan, John OBE JF (Chairman)

(ERE{-HIR)

Dr. CHAN Man-chung
(B R BEE)

Dr. CHAN Man-kam
(s E)

Prof. CHAN Yan-keung, Thomas
(FRE TR

Dr. CHEUNG Wai-Lun
(GRIGEEEEE)

Dr. CHIU Pui-yin, Amy
(HImAEERE %)

Prof. HO Pak-chung
(frfatnaie)

Membership List of the
ComMMITTEE

Prof. LAU Wan-yee, loseph (Chairman)
(#eEHR)

Prof. FOK Tai-fai (Deputy Chairman)
(BFEE3R)

Dr. CHAN Hon-yee, Constance JP
(PR fEEE )

Dr. CHENG Man-yung
B\ EEE)

Dr. CHU Kin-wah
(SREBEERTE)

Dr. FOO Kam-so, Stephen
(MEiREREEE)

A

Health Commitree

Dr. TAM Lai-fan, Gloria JP
(GEEEFFEL)

Dr. TSANG Chiu-yee, Luke
(ZAEEEE)

Dr. WONG Tak-cheung

(EMEET)

Secretary : Miss Evelyn LEUNG

(1E - RiBx L)

Legal Adviser : Mr. Charles C. C. CHAN
(GHREEans - BAEEE)

Licentiate ComMMITTEE

Dr. KWONG Kwok-wai, Heston
(FREE RS )

Prof. LAl Ching-lung
(REEHR)

Prof. NG Ho-keung
(RiEsEHR)

Secretary : Mr. Michael LEUNG
(FE - RRMHKE)

Legal Adviser : Mr. Charles C. C. CHAN
(EERAR] : PRAFESTE)

Preliminary INVESTIGATION

Ms. CHEUNG Jasminia Kristine*
(BRIBF=L)

Mrs. LING LEE Ching-man, Eleanor 585 OBE JP*
(H=ERF L)

Mrs. TAI POON Ching-sheung, Joyce BBS JP*
(MESExL)

Miss WAN Lai-yau, Deborah BBS JP*
(mEEAzT)

Secretary : Miss Evelyn LEUNG
(HE - RAExT)

*serve on rotation basis in the sequence of alphabetical order of their surnames for a period of 3 months.
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